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What is a Knowledge Commons?

“A knowledge commons is a collectively managed 
resource of knowledge that is accessible to a 
community or the public.” (OpenCivics)

“The information and knowledge aspect of a 
community of practice, usually shared with a 
surrounding community of interest.” (Simon Grant)

https://wiki.opencivics.co/OpenCivics+Concepts/Knowledge+Commons
https://wiki.simongrant.org/doku.php/d:2023-09-09


Influences
Zettelkasten

- Analog wiki 
- Personal KM
- Surfaces unforeseen 

connections
- Learn more

Digital Gardens

- Intentional practice
- “Cozy Web”
- Post-enshittifcation 

blogging
- Learn more

Discourse Graphs

- Provenance
- Epistemic 

auditability
- Machine-readable
- Learn more

https://zettelkasten.de/overview/
https://maggieappleton.com/garden-history/
https://www.protocol.ai/blog/discourse-graph-qa/


Converging Trends

Semantically rich information architecture

+

Accessible, user-friendly, non-technical

+

Collective creation, curation, syndication

=

Community Knowledge Base



Example Architecture

- Obsidian: For creating and organizing content

- Quartz: For publishing the knowledge base as a wiki

- Arweave: For long term storage 

(...and syndication 👀)

https://obsidian.md/
https://quartz.jzhao.xyz/
https://www.arweave.org/


A knowledge commons as an ecosystem of community 
(and individual) knowledge bases:  

OpenCivics Wiki

SuperBenefitDAO
Open Mutualism 

Archive

General Forum for 
Ethereum Localism

Peer-to-Peer
URI Layer 

(e.g. Arweave)

But how to syndicate this content?

https://wiki.opencivics.co/About+OpenCivics/About+Wiki
https://knowledge.superbenefit.org/
https://www.openmutualism.xyz/
https://www.openmutualism.xyz/
https://www.ethereumlocalism.xyz/
https://www.ethereumlocalism.xyz/




How to Syndicate Content

RSS: Really Simple 
Syndication

- Very well established

- Generally uses traditional 
central/private servers.

- Client queries .xml files 
for content updates

Plausibly Permanent
Syndication

- A subset/cousin of RSS

- Intended for P2P storage 
layers like Arweave

- Client queries Arweave for 
content updates



Plausibly Permanent Syndication

Upload: Alice uploads resource to Arweave (e.g. an 
essay) and applies properties as tags to the upload 
(e.g. ‘type: essay’). Tx hash becomes URI for that 
resource, across knowledge commons.

Syndicate: Knowledge bases can “subscribe” to that 
content via targeted Arweave queries (e.g. query for 
uploads from Alice, with value ‘essay’ for property 
‘type’).



Prototype + Future Work

https://github.com/Clinamenic/Zettelgarten - A fork of the 
vanilla Quartz repo, with some bells and whistles, including 
a command line tool for bulk Arweave upload and semantic 
tagging.

To do:
- Make Arweave upload tool more user-friendly.
- Create Arweave syndication/querying module for Quartz. 
- Combine Quartz with Arwiki to host wikis on Arweave?
- Investigate Penseive by ECF...
- Seed Protocol integration...

https://github.com/Clinamenic/Zettelgarten
https://2hsfyi4t5fiqdcanybdez4e4admrjeqghts22viz7uuo3d5k2nna.arweave.net/0eRcI5PpUQGIDcBGTPCcANkUkgY85a1VGf0o7Y-q01o/#/en/main
https://ethereum-community-fund.gitbook.io/the-ecf-pensieve-decentralised-social-consensus/2.-pensieve-an-overview
https://seedprotocol.io/
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Contact: ssc@clinamenic.com

OpenCivics
opencivics.co
@OpenCivics

JournoDAO
journodao.xyz
@JournoDAO

http://www.opencivics.co
https://journodao.xyz/

